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The Fullinwider House is located on the southeast corner of
College Avenue and Sixth Street, just a half-block from the downtown
commercial district, on a lot measuring 70' by 142'. This block of
College Avenue is residential, although the house next to the
Fullinwider House was razed for a parking facility and a mini-park
occupies the next corner to the south.

A brick sidewalk separates the Fullinwider House from Sixth
Street. The house is set deeply in the lot approximately 30 feet
from another brick walk that extends across the front. A concrete
walk leads to the front porch. Also on the site is a board and batten
garage with a metal roof, verhaps dating from the turn of the century.

The two-story house is of painted brick laid in common bond and
is basically square in plan. The gabled roof is sheathed in modern
asphalt shingles and features a boxed return and plain wood frieze.
There are two chimneys, one near the rear on the right side and one
near the center on the left.

The one major decorative feature on the house is a one story
frame porch which extends across the entire front. It is supported
by lathe-turned posts which are connected by spindled trim. The
hipped porch roof is broken by a low gable over the entrance.

The first floor of the facade has three bays comprising an en-
trance and two windows. The second story has two windows directly in
line with those on the first floor, but the wall above the entrance
bay is blank, creating a somewhat unbalanced effect. The entrance is
flanked by two wood pilasters supporting a simple cornice. Although
an aluminum storm door has been added, behind it is a four-panel door
with a paneled reveal, possibly original.

Two windows and a door on the first floor of the south side are
segmentally arched with a header course. All other windows have
stone sills and lintels, with 2 over 2 wood sash. A one-story, wooden
shed is attacned to the rear of the house.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Pitcher/Fullinwider House represents a significant passage
in Mount Vernon's post-Civil War architecture and strong associations
with two prominent Indiana families.

Constructed in about 1867, the house was built by John Pitcher
as a wedding present for his daughter Mary. Pitcher was a native of
Connecticut (b.1795) who immigrated to Indiana in 1820 and Posey County
in 1835. Pitcher rose quickly in the State's political arena, first
becoming a representative of Spencer and Perry counties and later a
probate judge for southwestern Indiana. The house was erected at the
close of Pitcher's last term as Judge of Posey County's Cormon Pleas
Court.

Dr. C.H. Fullinwider (b..1854) came to Mount Vernon in 1872.
Educated at the Medical College of Ohio at Cincinnati, Fullinwider
established a prominent general practice serving southwestern Indiana
throughout the late nineteenth century. The house remained in the
Fullinwider family until daughter Anne's death in 1978.

The building's plain detail and foursquare demeanor recall Federal
and Greek Revival sources. Survival of such influences well into the
second half of the nineteenth century in examples such as the Pitcher/
Fullinwider House is not, however, uncommon. Preference for simple,
inexpensive, and unpretentious building styles is the hallmark of the post-
war vernacular of which the Pitcher/Fullinwider House is so clearly
representative.
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